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Jennings Police
Department (JPD) made
several arrests after dis-
covering large amounts of
narcotics during two sepa-
rate drug busts.

The first incident
occurred Friday evening,

Kendle Garcia

gl*]

Gordon O'Blanc Ge}ald Gobert Jr.

-

license plate lights.

Kelly Neal

ibly shaking and her eyes
appeared constricted and
glossy, indicating she
may be under the influ-
ence of a controlled sub-
stance,” said JPD Deputy
Chief Danny Semmes.
“Two other subjects were
also in the car, including
Gordon Paul O’Blanc, 25,

busts result in arrests Authors vorks bring

paranormal romance
to SWLA

By SHEILA SMITH
editor@jenningsdailynews.net

What began as casual writing while a woman
waited for her children in a school pickup line is
now a paranormal romance trilogy.

“The officer stopped the vehi-
cle and identified the driver as
Kendle Yvonne Garcia, 26, of Lake
Arthur. He observed she was vis-

of Gueydan, who was discovered to
have a warrant out by the Jeff Davis

Jan. 20, when a JPD officer was
patrolling Fred and Ruth B. Zigler
Drive and observed a black Lincoln
Town Car with no functioning

Lacassine native and Lake Arthur resident Lisa
Coots’ “Coeur du Bayou” series features sus-
penseful and romantic happenings in Southwest
Lousiana.

“It’s good, old fashioned spooky,” Coots said
of her novels. “The town I write about in this tril-
ogy is called Cypress Point but mentions towns
like Lafayette and restaurants and places people
will recognize.”

The characters’ names are recognizable, too,
featuring Cajun staples such as Hebert, Bertrand
and Fusilier.

The author has always had a passion for cre-
ative writing but never anticipated publishing a
book until just a few years ago.

“I started a story out of boredom while sitting
in the car lines at school,” she said. “I put it away
for years but decided to get serious about writing
when my kids were heading out of high school.”

See ARRESTS Page 2

EARLY READER

In 2014, Coots released the first book in the

o . “Coeur du Bayou” trilogy, “Promise.” The series

While visiting his continued with “Hope” and was followed up by
grandparents, “Magic.”

Theresa and “The response from people has been such a

Larry Lyons of thrill,” she said. “I had several people ask why

Thornwell, little I didn’t publish all three books at once. I didn’t

Freddy, do that to leave people on the hook; I did it for

19 months, me. I felt if I didn’t finish and publish one book, I

would never do it. Publishing ‘Promise’ gave me
the courage to continue.”

Instead of tapping away at a computer, Coots
prefers writing her first drafts by hand. She works
several hours a day for about nine months to
complete one book.

was happy to
accept an edition
of Jennings
Daily News from
a newspaper

carrier. “I don’t want to be distracted by editing while
Freddy is writing, and I find that happens when I work
pictured with on the computer,” she said. “I would rather sit

somewhere quiet with a notebook and get the
basic story down. Then I go to the computer to
flesh out the second draft.”

Coots is now working on her next series, a

his dad, Scott
Chrostek, and his
mom is Wendy

Lyons Chrqstek. spinoff of the “Coeur du Bayou” stories, “Spirit

The family Catchers.” It features the characters readers meet

resides in Kansas in the first trilogy but sees them moving in a dif-
City. ferent direction.

“It’s exciting to continue these stories and the
positive feedback I've received from readers is
incredible,” she said. “I'm thankful everyday for
their support. It’s entertaining but relatable, too.
People tell me they feel like I am writing about
their home, and I am.”

Fans of her work and book lovers will have the
chance to meet Coots and purchase her books
this Saturday, Jan. 28, from 11 a.m until 2 p.m.

See AUTHOR Page 2
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Segura announceS Eicon schools announce Students of the Year

Submitted to Jennings Daily News

Lifelong Jennings
resident and Jeff Davis
Parish School Board
(JDPSB) member Jimmy
Segura has formally
announced his bid for
the office of mayor of
the City of Jennings.
Segura has served as a
JDPSB member for the
last 26 years and wants
to bring his experience
and knowledge to the
city he grew up in.

He and his wife Elaine
have been married for
43 years, and they and
their five children all graduated from Jennings High
School.

“I love this city,” Segura says, “and I want to see it
continue to grow, prosper, and be a great place for
the people to work and live. I would like to commend
the current mayor and city council on the job they
have done. The city is in very sound fiscal condition,
and the first responders, police, and fire departments
have been greatly improved. Many infrastructure
improvements have also been made. I want to build
on what they have done.”
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Jimmy Segura
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By AUBREY BROUSSARD

news1@jenningsdailynews.net

Three outstanding Elton
students have been chosen
to represent the Elton High
School (EHS), junior high
and elementary school lev-
els for the 2016-17 school
year. The senior student
chosen from EHS was Halle
Simien, the eighth grade
student chosen at the junior
high level was Landon Cole
Fontenot and the Elton
Elementary School (EES)
selected fifth grade student
was Ava Fruge.

As the EHS Student of
the Year, Simien has proven
herself to not only be an
exceptional student, but
also a role model among
her peers.

Simien manages to keep
a busy schedule filled with
extra curricular activities,
including her responsibili-
ties as Varsity Cheer Squad
Captain, as well as a mem-
ber of Future Business
Leaders of America (FBLA),
Future Farmers of America
(FFA), Sr. Beta Club, ACT

Club and the Lady Indians
Track and Field Team.
She has received numer-
ous awards, including
the Marcantel Memorial
Academic Athletic Award,
President’'s Award of
Excellence and the Overall
GPA awards in core sub-
jects. She has also recently
completed her first two col-
lege courses, and is current-
ly enrolled in three more,
all while maintaining a 4.0
GPA. After high school grad-
uation, she plans to attend
McNeese State University

Schulthess & Associates CPAs, LLC « 824-4244

(MSU) in the fall and will
also be trying out for the
McNeese Cheer Squad.
“Halle strives to be the
bestin everything she does,”
said EHS Cheer Coach
Jessica Guillory. “She is a
true leader. Her teammates
see her not only as a cap-
tain, but most importantly,
as amentor, role model and
trusted friend. It's been a
pleasure coaching her.”
“Halle is a vibrant young
lady who excels, not only in
the classroom, but in every-
thing she sets her mind to,”

said EHS Social Studies
teacher Phillip Bourque.
“She would excel in any
profession she chooses to

pursue.”
The Elton Junior High
School (EJHS) Student

of the Year is the 13-year-
old son of Troy and Lori
Fontenot, and youngest of
three children. Fontenot
enjoys hunting and fish-
ing and just recently began
playing piano.

He holds a variety of titles
and awards, including Vice

See STUDENTS Page 2
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BATON ROUGE (AP) — Louisiana’s top school board
voted Tuesday to create new public charter schools,
despite questions about how the state will pay for them
amid ongoing litigation that has put financing for more
than 30 similar schools in doubt.

The uncertainty didn’t slow the Board of Elementary
and Secondary Education, known as BESE, from autho-
rizing three more of the schools to open in the fall, two
in East Baton Rouge Parish and one in Lafayette Parish.

But a lawsuit has threatened the financing for such

OBITUARIES
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Edvia “Paul” Hargrave

A memorial service for
Edvia “Paul” Hargrave will
be held at Matthews and Son
Funeral Home in Jennings at
11 a.m. Friday, Jan. 27, 2017.

Visitation will be held at
the funeral home beginning
at 10 a.m. Friday, Jan. 27,
2017, and will continue until
the time of his service, with
arosary recited at 10:30 a.m.

Paul was born in Jennings
on Nov. 28, 1957, to Eddie
Joseph Hargrave and Lena
Janise Hargrave. He was called from this life on Jan. 13,
2017. Paul loved to cook, watch “Sanford and Son” and
“Price Is Right” on TV and listen to KBON. He worked in
the oilfield for 30 years. Paul was such an unselfish person,
he was an organ donor. He was loved by many and will be
greatly missed by all who knew him.

Paul is survived by his three brothers, Larry James
Hargrave (Cora) of Crowley, Jerry Lee Hargrave of Roanoke
and Terry Hargrave (Peggy) of Indian Bayou; his three sis-
ters, Theresa Shelvin (Rev. Lawrence) of Jennings, Sylvia
Snyder (Michael) of Roanoke and Liz Mancil (James) of
Pitkin; as well as numerous nieces and nephews.

Paul was preceded in death by his parents, Edvie Joseph
and Lena Janise Hargrave; one sister, Carolyn Deshotel;
and one sister-in-law, Sandra Hargrave.

To extend online condolences, please visit www.mat-
thewsandsonfuneralhome.net.
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Donald Ray Fruge’

Donald Ray Fruge’, 77,
a resident of Baton Rouge,
passed away on Monday,
Jan. 23, 2017, after along and
courageous battle with can- |
cer.

Visitation will be held at
Rabenhorst Funeral Home
East, 11000 Florida Blvd., on
Thursday, Jan. 26, 2017, from
11 a.m. until the time of his
service at 1:30 p.m. in the
chapel.

Interment with Military
Honors will follow at Louisiana National Cemetery in
Zachary.

Don served in the U.S. Army. He was a member of the
Plumbing and Pipefitting Association, Union Local 198,
for 42 years, as well as the Louisiana Realtors Association
for the last 10 years.

He is survived by his son, Timothy R. Fruge’ and daugh-
ter-in-law, Judy C. Fruge’; his daughters, Christine D.
Fruge’ and Amanda B. Fruge’; a sister, Jennifer Broussard;
a brother, Anthony Fruge’; his grandchildren: Chelsea F.
Elledge, Colby Fruge’, Carly Fruge’, Stephen Miller, Brady
Miller and Colley Johnson; and one great-grandchild,
Taya Elledge.

Don was preceded in death by his father, Wilson Fruge’
and mother Ava Ardoin Broussard and her husband
Wilsey Broussard.

Special thanks to the staff at The Crossing at Clarity
Hospice.

In lieu of flowers, please consider donations to the
American Cancer Society at cancer.org in Don’s name.
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Parish Sheriff’s Office JDSO) for a previous felony.”

Semmes said the subjects were asked to step out of
the vehicle then patted down for officer safety before
permission to search the vehicle was requested.

“While searching the car, officers discovered about
40 oxycodone tablets with an approximate $1,500
street value,” added Semmes.

Officers also found 12 oblong blue pills discovered
to be Xanax and a small amount of crystal metham-
phetamine.

Garcia and O’Blanc were arrested and transported
to JPD. The third subject was not charged due to the
proximity of the drugs in the vehicle.

Garcia was charged with one count each of posses-
sion of Schedule II and IV narcotics, possession of a
Schedule II narcotic with intent to distribute, manu-
facture and distribution of Schedule II narcotic and
possession of drug paraphernalia and no taillights.

She was held at the parish jail before being trans-
ported to the Concordia Parish Jail. Her bond was set
at $50,000.

O’Blanc was charged with possession of aSchedule
II narcotic, as well as the original warrant issued by the
sheriff’s office. He is being held at the parish jail on a
$15,000 bond.

A second incident occurred when the JPD Narcotics
Division executed a no-knock search warrant signed
by City Judge Daniel Stretcher. The warrant was exe-
cuted at the address of 1327 Penny Street in Jennings
on Monday, Jan. 23.

“When the officers gained entry to the residence
through the front door, they came into contact with
a male and female subject sleeping in the bedroom,”
said Semmes. “Officers observed a shotgun near the
bed. Both subjects were handcuffed and complied
with officers when they were asked to exit the bed-
room.”

The two subjects were identified as 30-year-old
Gerald Gobert, Jr. and 31-year-old Kelly Nicole Neal,
both of Jennings.

“In addition to the shotgun that was in plaine view,
a search revealed a large stash of drugs hidden in a
microwave box during a subsequent search of a near-

schools.

Superintendent of Education John White supported
the applications that received board backing, saying
the charter organizations had gone through a rigorous
review process that ensured high quality. He and char-
ter school supporters said the lawsuit shouldn’t stall
worthy applications.

“We should use discretion, but we cannot wait to
serve the needs of at-risk children,” White told the
board during committee testimony.

Charter schools are public schools, funded with tax-
payer dollars but operated by independent organiza-
tions with more freedom, under agreements approved
by state or local education officials.

An appellate court ruled this month that money from
Louisiana’s public school funding formula — which
determines how state and local tax dollars flow to pub-

lic school districts — can’t pay for the schools granted
charters by BESE, rather than local school boards.

A number of local education officials and a teach-
ers union, the Louisiana Association of Educators,
argued in lawsuits that funding the state-chartered
schools through a formula meant to pay for local school
districts violates the Louisiana Constitution. The 1st
Circuit Court of Appeal agreed in a 3-2 decision. The
ruling covers 32 schools, with more than 16,000 stu-
dents.

The effect of that ruling is on hold, while the case
continues to wind its way to the Louisiana Supreme
Court.

Representatives of the union and local school boards
said BESE should not authorize new charter schools
without a decision from the Supreme Court about how
the schools can be financed.

STUDENTS from page

President of Student Council
and Beta Club and Mr. EJHS.
He is also a student lead-
er of Fuel Ministries, a LIT
speaker for ICITE Youth, the
student leader for ‘See you
at the Pole’ and the piano
player for ICITE Choir. He is
also a member of the EJHS
Basketball Team, an honor
student, a Presidential
Award Winner, an EJHS Top
AR Reader, an LA District
UPC Youth Member and
an ICITE Youth Member at
Richie’s House of Prayer.

Through all of his accom-
plishments, Fontenot said
his influence comes from
the support of family and
friends around him, his
church family, but mostly,
Jesus.

“Tesus is a close friend
to me and has seen me
through every trial I have
faced in my life,” he said.
“My church family supports
and prays for me, and my
youth group is like family to
me. My friends always allow
me to be myself, make me
laugh and surround me
with joy.”

Following his high school
graduation, Fontenot said
he plans to attend college to
become a Forensic Scientist,
as the human body, and sci-
ence, has interested him
since an early age.

“Landon is a model stu-
dent,” said Guillory, who
is his ELA teacher. “He
has a genuine passion for
learning that drives him to
be successful in the class-
room. Because of Landon’s
personality and respectful
nature, both his peers and

the faculty hold him in high
regard.”
“Landon  exemplifies

leadership through his
campus and community
involvement,” said EHS
Assistant Principal Debbie
Bruchhaus. “He is well
respected by his peers and
teachers, and leads by exam-
ple in his many thoughtful
and caring actions.”

The EES Student of the
Year represents her school
by exemplifying what an

outstanding student stands
for. Some of Fruge’s teach-
ers described what made
her special among her peers.

“Outgoing, determined,
hardworking and humble
are just a few words I would
use to describe Ava,” said
her fifth grade homeroom
teacher Katie Maggio. “I am
excited to see all the great
things she will accomplish
in the future.”

Her fourth grade teach-
ers said Fruge’s amazing
spirit has been prevalent
even before she was chosen
to represent her school.

“Ava was an outstanding
fourth grader who stood out
among her peers,” said EES
fourth grade teacher Janet
Estes. “Her work ethic and
creativity inspired other
students to do their best.”

“Ava Fruge was a model
student and always willing
to do whatever was asked of
her,” said EES fourth grade
teacher Sherry Manuel
“She was always an excel-
lent reader, and accumulat-
ed over 200 AR points dur-
ing her fourth grade year
alone. She was very inquisi-
tive, wanting to know more,
often having me look for
additional information on
a particular subject mat-
ter. In saying this, she was
very inspiring to other stu-
dents.”

“She is an excellent stu-
dent,” said EES fifth grade
ELA and Social Studies
teacher Janet Richard. “She
is respectful to adults and
her peers. Her great smile
and positive attitude make
her a pleasure to teach.”

The daughter of Kaylyn
Durio Fruge’ and Justin
Fruge’, she lives with her
mother and sister Malori,
alongwith her grandparents
Rickey and Lynn Fuselier.
She is also the granddaugh-
ter of Eugene and Tammy
Fruge’, and Russell and
Cathy Durio.

“I have a huge family and
they are very important to
me,” said Fruge’. “I come
from a long line of edu-
cators who have always

pushed me to do my best
in school. I've learned no
matter how many ups and
downs you have, family will
always be there for you.”

Fruge’ is a self-pro-
claimed athletic nerd, and
proud of it.

“I love to read and play
softball,” she said. “I'm
called a utility player, but
my favorite position is short
stop. I am one in a small
percent who can pitch and
catch, and 1 feel really at
home on a softball field.

“Reading fiction is fun
because it expands the
imagination. I like reading
about history, too. World
War II and the Cold War are
two things I enjoy reading
about.”

Fruge’ hasbeenaStudent
Council Representative
for two years and a mem-
ber of the Haunted House
Decorating Committee
and School Supply Drive
Bag Commiittee for Keagan
Center. She has also par-
ticipated in the Elton
Community Prayer Group,
Jump Rope for Heart,
Pennies for Patients, the
Keagan Center Fall Fest,
DARE, 4-H and the St. Paul
Youth Nativity Group.

Some of her honors
and awards include the
Principal’s Award, the Good
Conduct Award, the highest
AR points in a grade level,
the highest overall gain in
math and reading, fourth
grade Spelling Bee winner
and a variety of 4-H awards.

When she isn’'t play-
ing softball or reading, she
enjoys eating out with her
mom and sister, and vol-
unteering at the Keagan
Center in Elton.

“It was founded about
five years ago after my
cousin Keagan died,” she
said. “We do a lot of things
to give back to the com-
munity, like prepare and
serve holiday meals and
helped with supply and
food drives.”

Fruge’ said when she
grows up, she wants to
become a lawyer.

“I want to go to LSU
and study law, then go to
a bigger law school to help
me continue my dream of
becoming a prosecutor,”
she said. “I want to help
people get the justice they
deserve.”

Fruge’ said she wants
to help bring light to some
of the issues young people
face today, such as racism,
bullying and learning to
make good choices.

“Racismissuchabigissue
for kids because sometimes
we feel pressured to make a
choice based on other peo-
ple’s opinions and not our
own,” she said. “Bullying is
a major problem for kids
my age, because it happens
to anyone at any time, any-
where. Making good choic-
es affects kids and adults
alike. When a person makes
a bad decision, it not only
affects them, it affects peo-
ple around them.”
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by abandoned residence,” Semmes added.

Semmes said the microwave box appeared to have
held a red microwave oven, matching the one located
inside the suspects’ home. “Inside the box, officers
found approximately 356 grams of marijuana, approx-
imately half an ounce of crack cocaine and approxi-
mately two grams of powder cocaine,” he said.

Due to the evidence linking the packaging to the
residence, both subjects were arrested and charged
with felony possession of a firearm, manufacture and
distribution of a Schedule I narcotic, possession of a
Schedule I narcotic with intent to distribute, manu-
facture and distribution of a Schedule II narcotic and
possession of a Schedule II narcotic with intent to dis-
tribute. Both subjects are being held at the parish jail,
each on an $80,000 bond.

Semmes reminds the public that anyone with any
information on any suspected narcotics activity is
encouraged to call the anonymous tips line at (337)
275-9002.
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at The Steamer Trunk, located at 526 N. Main Street
in Jennings. There, readers can purchase books indi-
vidually or as a trio. Those who already have a copy of
Coots’ work can also bring in their books to be auto-
graphed.

To learn more about Coots’ works or to order books,
visit www.lisacoots.com
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FOOTBALL PARTY TRAYS
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Bourbon Street
Party Trays features a
delicious assortment of your
favorite finger foods.

—

Fried Party Wings 25 ct- $16.99 + 75 ct - $45.00
Flavored Party Wings 50 ct - $34.99 « 100 ct $67.99
(Hot, BBQ or Combo)

Sampler Chicken Tray- 40 ct - $24.99 « 125 ct $62.99
(Hot, BBQ & Fried Wings plus Nuggets)

Finger Sandwiches- 50 ct - $24.99 100 ct $39.99
(Ham & Cheese, Turkey & Roast Beef)

Mini Po-Boys * 20 ct- $19.99 » 40ct $37.99
(Ham & Cheese, Turkey & Roast Beef)
Chicken Nugget Tray
* 60 ct-$19.99 « 100 ct $29.99
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